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THE BELIEVERS 

At one time, I thought of Paul as the great missi�:>naty who 
traveled around th� Roman Empire proclaiming the go_od news 
of salvation so that people would believe in Jesus and be saved. 
This certainly was the central theme Paul taught at every oppor
tunity-to Jew and Gentile, pagan and God-fearer, slave and 
Roman citizen. But, and this is not to diminish our need for 
God's gift of salvation in any way, there is more·to the gospel 
message than '1Jesus saves." From the beginning, God's great 
message of salvation has been about redeeming and restoring 
shalom-the harmony, beauty, and perfection he originally creat
ed-to a world broken by sin. Thus the gospel message encom
passes the redemptive sacrifice of Jesus

) 
the restoration of God's 

creation, and the° truth that God reigns over al1!1 

Paul was trained by the best Jewish scholars and had a brilliant 
understanding of the Scriptures. He understood that God had 
called his people throughout history to be his witnesses, a light 
to the nations around them. They were to put God on display 
and make him lmown to people who did not know him. At 
Mount Sinai, God chose the Jewish people to be his partners
his kingdom of priests-in proclaiming by their words and 
demonstrating by theif lives his message of redemption. They 
were not simply to bring God's message to a broken wo1'1d; they 
were to be that mes.Sage of redemption and restoration. 

Fully committed to that mission, Paul took the gospel message 
to "the ends of the earth" at a level unknown until his day. He 
declared by word and example the good news that God's cho
sen Messiah-the King of Kings and Lord of Lords who reigns 


















