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Did he anticipate how his journey was bringing him ever closer
to the heart of Imperial Rome and the emperor who claimed to
be the Son of God and declared that he had brought peace to all?
Whether such thoughts occupied his mind is impossible for us to
lmOw. But we do know that Paul had studied the Torah (the Text,
God's Word) extensively and understood it to be the summary
of God's great story' of redemption. He knew that God chose the
Hebrew people to be his partners in bringing the message of
redemption to a world in chaos because of sin. At Mount Sinai,
God assigned to his people a task of utmost importance: to be a
light to the Gentiles and make God 1s name known to all nations
so that all people would be blessed and the whole earth would
be filled with the knowledge of God,· liberated from bondage to
sin, and join the hosts of heaven in praising him. 1
Paul not only understood the mission God gave -to his people at
Mount Sinai, he recognized that Jesus, the promised Messiah, had
carried out that mission and commissioned all of his followers to
continue it by bringing the good news-the gospel-of his com
ing to the ends of the earth. Thus Paul's calling was to announce
the arrival of the Messiah who died to redeem all of humanity
from bondage to sin, and afte1ward rose again and ascended
to be seated at God's right hand as the true Son of God, Savior,
King, and Lord of all. In fervent, but humble, obedience to Jesus,
Paul pursued the mission to be God's light to the Gentiles by
living a. righteous life that would invite others to know and give
glory to God.
In his brilliant defense before governor Festus, Paul described his
calling in those very terms:
But God has helped me to this ve1y day; so I stand here and testify to
small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets
and Moses said would happen-that the Messiah would suffer and, as
thefirst to rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to his
own people and to the Gentiles.
Acts 26:22-23

Session One: The Gospel of Caesar
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Eager to fulfill his Go.cl-given mission, Paul entered the Roman c
ony of Philippi. Despite the fact that an opposing gospel ruled t
hearts and minds of the Philippians, he began sharing the gosp(
of Jesus.

Opening Thoughts (3 minutes)
The Very Words of God
After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedo
nia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.
From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straightfor Samothmce, and
the next day we went on to Neapolis. From there we traveled to Philippi, a
Roman colony and the leading city of that district ofMacedonia.
Acts 16:10-12

Think About It
There can be no more life-changing event than to accept God's
free gift of redemption and submit ourselves to his reign in our
lives. The BibJe makes it clear that being a follower of Jesus ma1
us partners with God in his great sto1y of redemption and restn
ration. As his partners, God gives us the mi.Ssion of making him
known to all people. But when we submit ourselves to his lord
ship and pursue what we believe that mission tp be, what do w,
expect will happen?
What are our expectations for how our service for Christ wil
be received?
How do we respond when we think we are supposed to do
one thing but the doors keep closing?
How easy or difficult do we anticipate accomplishing our mi
sion will be, and what keeps us motivated to pursue it wher
we face obstacles?
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Video Notes (32 minutes)

Session One: The Gospel of Caesar
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The emperor establishes his claim as lord and god

God's great story

Paul proclaims the gospel of Christ to people who live by
the gospel of Rome

The Via Egnatia: Paul's route into Macedonia

Heroon: built to honor and deify the most accomplished
heroes

Jesus:'exalted to the highest place by being a hufilble
servant

'

Philippi: battles that changed the world

Video Discussion (6 minutes)
1. How aware were you that in the Roman Empire there
was an existing-gospel-the gospel of Caesar, the deified
emper01·-that conflicted with the gospel of Jesus Christ?
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